(Western) reality, historical and cultural solitude of Ukraine and, by extension, Eastern Europe, is a recurring theme in Eastern European discourses and it is also brought up by Irene Sywenky in this volume. Stasiuk (2014) makes clear that real geography is not able to explain the isolation not only of Ukraine but the whole 'East' in Europe, and so he views Maidan Nezalezhnosti, Morovia, Mordor and Tataria as territories belonging to some unreal, other world. Trying to understand this isolation of the East in Europe, Stasiuk reaches for history and enumerates in his essay for Die Welt the events which, although taking place in specific contexts and locations, should provide this feeling of commonality, shared experience and a common goal: Poland 1939 , Berlin 1953 , Budapest 1956 , Prague 1968 , Gdańsḱ 1970 , the Balkans 1991. However, historical memory is not enough to provide for common identification and belonging. As he explains, only a few years in the European Union and Schengen was enough to make us, in a way, forgetful. Yet, once the value of memory is questioned, the anchor in reality is lost as well: 'I know [Europe] (2013) . With his journalist's eye for detail, and a poetic and personal style of writing, he creates texts which move, shock and, most importantly, force readers to reflect on an unfamiliar Europe during another transition period initiated and powered by globalization. Since his literary debut Mury
